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51/ 149. Assistance in mne clearance

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 48/ 7 of 19 October 1993, 49/215 of
23 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 82 of 14 Decenber 1995 on assistance in mne
cl earance, all adopted without a vote,

Reaffirming its deep concern at the trenmendous humanitarian probl em
caused by the presence of mnes and other unexpl oded devices that have serious
and | asting social and econonic consequences for the popul ati ons of m ne-

i nfested countries and constitute an obstacle to the return of refugees and
ot her displaced persons, to humanitarian aid operations and to reconstruction
and econom ¢ devel opnent, as well as to the restoration of normal social
condi ti ons,

Reiterating its dismay at the high nunber of victins of m nes,
especi ally anong civilian popul ations, particularly children, and recalling in
this context Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts resol utions 1995/ 79 of
8 March 1995' and 1996/85 of 24 April 19962 on the rights of the child and
1996/ 27 of 19 April 19962 on the human rights of persons with disability, and

1 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1995, Suppl enent
No. 3 and corrigenda (E/ 1995/23 and Corr.1 and 2), chap. Il, sect. A
2 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1996, Suppl enent

No. 3 (E/ 1996/ 23).
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noting the recent report on the inpact of arned conflict on children® prepared
by the expert of the Secretary-CGeneral

Deeply alarnmed that the nunber of mines being |laid each year, as well as
the presence of a |large nunber of mnes and ot her unexpl oded devices as a
result of armed conflicts, exponentially outweighs the nunber of such m nes
that can be cleared during that time, and thus convinced of the necessity and
urgency of a significant increase in mne-clearance efforts by the
i nternational conmunity,

Noting the recent decisions taken at the Review Conference of the States
Parties to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of
Certai n Conventional Wapons Wi ch May be Deened to be Excessively Injurious
or to Have Indiscrimnate Effects,* particularly with respect to Protocol |
of the Convention and the inclusion in the Anmended Protocol ® of a nunber of
provi sions of inportance for nne-clearance operations, notably the
requi renent of detectability,

Noting also the adoption at the Otawa International Strategy
Conference, "Towards a d obal Ban on Anti-Personnel Mnes", on 5 October 1996
of the Ottawa Decl aration, ® whereby partici pants undertook a conmitnent
towards the earliest possible conclusion of a legally binding internationa
agreenment to ban anti-personnel mnes and which, anmong ot her things,
recogni zes that the international comunity must provide significantly greater
resources to mne-awareness progranmes, mne-clearance operations and victim
assi stance, and stressing the need to convince nine-affected States to halt
new depl oynents of anti-personnel nmines to ensure the effectiveness and
efficiency of mne-clearance operations, and noting the offer by the
Government of Belgiumto host a followup conference at Brussels in June 1997,

Wel coming the offer by the Governnent of Japan to hold at Tokyo a
conference on anti-personnel |landm nes in March 1997 with a viewto
reinforcing international support for the work of the United Nations in
| andm ne cl earance, devel opment of new technol ogy for | andm ne detection and
renoval and the rehabilitation of |andm ne victins,

Enphasi zi ng the i nmportance of recording the |ocation of mnes, of
retaining all such records and naking them avail able to concerned parties upon
cessation of hostilities, and wel com ng the strengthening of the rel evant
provisions in international |aw,

Recogni zing the inportant role that the international comunity,
particularly States involved in the depl oynent of mines, can play in assisting
m ne cl earance in affected countries through the provision of necessary maps
and information and appropriate technical and material assistance to renpve or
ot herwi se render ineffective existing mnefields, mnes and booby-traps,

3 A/51/306 and Add. 1.
4 OCW CONF. 1/16 (Part 1).
5 1bid., annex B

6 A/C. 1/51/10, annex |
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Bearing in mind the serious threat that m nes and ot her unexpl oded
devices pose to the safety, health and |ives of personnel participating in
humani t ari an, peacekeepi ng and rehabilitation programres and operations,

Aware that the rate of mne clearance needs to accel erate substantially
if the global |landm ne problemis to be tackled effectively,

Concerned about the limted availability of safe and cost-effective
m ne- det ecti on and m ne-cl earance equi pnent as well as the |lack of gl oba
coordi nation in research and devel opnent to inprove the rel evant technol ogy,
and consci ous of the need to pronote progress in this field and to foster
i nternational technical cooperation to this end,

Encouraged by the initiative taken by the Government of Denmark in
hosti ng and organi zing the Internati onal Conference on M ne O earance
Technol ogy at Elsinore from2 to 4 July 19967 with the support and cooperation
of the Department of Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat and by the work
of the Conference, notably in relation to international standards and
procedures for humanitari an m ne-cl earance operations, which can serve as a
basis on which to advance the safety, effectiveness and professionalism of
t hese operations throughout the world,

Recogni zing that, in addition to the primary role of States, the United
Nati ons has an inportant role in the field of assistance in mne clearance,

Noting with satisfaction the inclusion in the mandates of severa
peacekeepi ng operations of provisions relating to mne-clearance work carried
out under the direction of the Departnment of Peacekeepi ng Qperations of the
Secretariat, in the context of such operations,

Commendi ng the activities already undertaken by the United Nations
system donor and recipient CGovernnents, the International Conmmttee of the
Red Cross and non-governmental organi zations to coordinate their efforts and
seek solutions to the problens related to the presence of mines and ot her
unexpl oded devi ces,

Al so commending the role of the Secretary-General, through the work of
t he Department of Humanitarian Affairs, in increasing public awareness of the
probl em of | andm nes, and in the establishnent of the central |andm ne
dat abase and inventories of mne-awareness naterials and m ne-cl earance
t echni ques,

Wl comi ng the statenent by the President of the Security Council at the
3693rd neeting of the Council, on 30 August 1996, on denmining in the context
of United Nations peacekeeping,?

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-CGeneral for his
conprehensive report on the activities of the United Nations on assistance in

m ne cl earance and the operation of the Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in

7 See A/ 51/472, annex.

8 Oficial Records of the Security Council, Fifty-first Year, Resolutions
and Decisions of the Security Council, 1996, docunent S/ PRST/ 1996/ 37
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M ne O earance,® and takes note with interest of the proposals contained
t herei n;

2. Wel cones, in particular, the efforts made by the United Nations to
foster the establishment of m ne-clearance capacities in countries where m nes
constitute a serious threat to the safety, health and lives of the |oca
popul ati on, and enphasi zi ng the i nportance of devel opi ng nati onal m ne-
cl earance capacities, urges all Menber States, particularly those that have a
capacity to do so, to assist afflicted countries in the establishnent and
devel opnent of their national mne-clearance capacities;

3. Invites Menber States to devel op national programmes, in
cooperation with the rel evant bodies of the United Nations system where
appropriate, to pronote awareness of |andm nes, especially anong children;

4. Expresses its appreciation to Menber States and regi ona
organi zations for their financial contributions to the Trust Fund, and appeal s

to themto continue this support through further contributions;

5. Encourages all relevant multil ateral and national programes and
bodies to include, in coordination with the United Nations, activities rel ated
to mne clearance in their humani tarian, social and econom c assi stance
activities;

6. Stresses the inportance of international assistance for the
rehabilitation of |andmne victins and their full participation in society;

7. Enphasi zes again, in this connection, the inportance of effective
coordi nation by the United Nations of activities related to m ne cl earance,
i ncluding those by regional organizations, in particular activities related to
st andards, technol ogi cal devel opnent, information and training;

8. Wl cones the efforts of the Departnent of Humanitarian Affairs to
coordinate mne-related activities and, in particular, the establishnent, in
cooperation with other relevant United Nations organizations, of conprehensive
m ne-acti on progranmres, and encourages the Departnment to continue and enhance
those efforts with a viewto inproving the effectiveness of assistance in mne
cl earance by the United Nations;

9. Al so wel conmes the designation of the Department of Humanitarian
Affairs, the focal point in the United Nations for coordinating humanitarian
dem ning and rel ated i ssues, as the repository of information and for
encouraging and facilitating international research to inprove m ne-clearance
nmet hods;

10. Urges Menber States, regional organizations, governmental and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and foundations to continue to extend ful
assi stance and cooperation to the Secretary-General and, in particular, to
provide himwith information and data as well as other appropriate resources
that could be useful in strengthening the coordination role of the United
Nations in the field of mne awareness, training, surveying, nine detection
and cl earance, scientific research on m ne-detection and cl earance technol ogy,
and information on and distribution of nedical equi pnent and suppli es;

° A/ 51/ 540.
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11. Calls upon Menber States, especially those that have a capacity to
do so, to provide the necessary information and technical and materia
assi stance, as appropriate, and to |locate, renove, destroy or otherw se render
i neffective mnefields, mnes, booby-traps and other devices in accordance
with international |aw

12. Urges Menber States and intergovernnmental and non-government a
organi zati ons and foundati ons that have the ability to do so, to provide, as
appropriate, technol ogical assistance to mne-inflicted countries and to
pronmote scientific research and devel opnent on humanitari an m ne-cl earance
techni ques and technol ogy so that m ne-cl earance activities may be carried out
nore effectively at |ower costs and through safer neans and to pronote
i nternational collaboration in this regard;

13. Encour ages Menber States and intergovernmental and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and foundations to continue to support ongoi ng
activities to pronote appropriate technol ogy, as well as internationa
operational and safety standards for humanitarian m ne-cl earance activities,
including the early followup of the International Conference on M ne
Cl earance Technol ogy;’

14. Requests the Secretary-General to submt to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session a report on the progress achieved on all rel evant
i ssues outlined in his previous reports to the Assenbly on assistance in mne
cl earance and in the present resolution and on the operation of the Trust
Fund;

15. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "Assistance 1n nmne clearance".

84t h plenary neeting

13 Decenber 1996



